
This resource is copyright © Maths.scot, released under a Creative Commons ‘Attribution, Non-Commercial, No Derivatives’ (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0) licence. 

National 5 Applications of Mathematics 

Making fractions add to 1   
 

 
 

Answers: 
 

 1.   
11

15
  walk or come by bus, so  

4

15
  come by car. 

 

 2.   
11

18
  were sparrows or chaffinches, so  

7

18
  were starlings. 

 

 3.   
4

5
  of the flowerbed was planted with roses or lupins, so  

1

5
  was planted with tulips. 

 

 4.   
13

21
  planned to play a sport or stay at home, so  

8

21
  planned to go to the cinema. 

 

 5.   
31

40
  of the books were fiction or non-fiction, so  

9

40
  were children’s picture books. 

 

 6.   
2

3
  of the waste was paper, card or plastic, so  

1

3
  was glass. 

 

 7.   
14

15
  of the storage is used for photos or apps, so  

1

15
  is free space. 

 

 8.   
23

30
  of the festival attendees were either under 18 or aged 18–30, so  

7

30
  were over 30. 

 

 9.   
3

4
  of the apples went to supermarkets or a juicing factory, so  

1

4
  were sold at the farm shop. 

 

 10.   
37

45
  of the students chose either Physics or Biology, so  

8

45
  chose Chemistry. 

 

 11.   
23

28
  of the passengers had a season ticket or a day return, so  

5

28
  bought a single ticket. 

 

 12.   
17

30
  of the allotment was used for potatoes or onions, so  

13

30
  was used for carrots. 

 

 13.   
11

20
  go out of school or eat a school dinner, so  

9

20
  bring a packed lunch. 

 

 14.   
31

40
  of the sample planned to vote either ‘yes’ or ‘no’, so  

9

40
  were undecided. 

 

 15.   
13

18
  of the muffins were either chocolate or plain, so  

5

18
  were blueberry. 
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